What Is Grace?

How to Get Saved, Stay Saved and Live Saved

Grace is the part God plays in saving us. It's definitely the lead role. Without His mercy, His
help, His wisdom, His guidance, His comfort, His provision we’d be back right where we started,
trying to rescue our life by our own means. Happily, our Father is an outrageous giver. You don’t
have to earn or deserve His saving help: You just have to become more adept at receiving it.

Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above and comes down from the
Father of lights, with whom is no variableness nor shadow of turning. James 1:17
ESV

Grace Is the Unexpected Miracle

Grace is the unexpected miracle of forgiveness and new life which saves us. The story goes
that C. S. Lewis, a much beloved
Christian writer of the last century, was
once passing by a conference on
comparative religions at Oxford where the
issue being debated was what belief, if
any, was unigue to Christianity. On
hearing the topic, he said, "Oh that’s

easy. It’s grace!

For by grace you have been
saved through faith, and that
not of yourselves; it is the gift
of God, not of works, that no one would boast. EpheS|ans 2:8-9 WEB

What is Grace?

Grace is the unexpected answer that God gives us to all our problems. Grace is unexpected
because it is so entirely undeserved. When considering our sins and sinfulness, what we
actually deserve from God are reprimands, reproaches, even punishments. But He shows us
love and mercy instead. When we fail, He gives help and wisdom without the slightest trace of
ill will. Grace is just the reverse from what we might expect: It is a living, flowing torrent of
blessing.

Grace is Unnatural

Grace seems “out of order.” We are not accustomed to finding it in our dealings with
each other, so God’s lavish use of it takes us by surprise. In our world “what goes
around comes around.” The rule of relationships is "I'll scratch your back, if you scratch
mine." The rule of trade is "You get what you pay for." The rule of success is "If you want
it, you'll have to work hard for it." But grace gives without any expectation of return.
Grace gives first. Grace keeps giving. Grace takes great joy in giving.
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Grace is Vast!

Grace is so much more than a blessing spoken over meals. It is also (incredibly) so
much more than what Jesus did for us on the cross. How could anything top that?
Actually, something does. The Father's love is a grace given to us—a completely
undeserved, life-giving blessing. Had the Father not loved us even when we were weak,
even when we were enemies, even when we were ungodly, even when we were sinners,
Jesus would never have been asked to die for us.

Grace, therefore, begins with the Father of Lights, who is the Giver of every good gift.
Grace actually means "gift": Every gift is a grace bestowed upon us, a good thing freely
given to us by the Father. "Saving grace" simply signifies those specific gifts from God
that we need to save us.

Grace is Universal

We may not encounter it very often where we live—in the midst of our self-centered
inner life or our daily relationships in the world—Dbut grace is the stuff the universe is
made of. God made everything out of nothing. From the smallest life forms to the most
gigantic stars, He not only made the universe functional, He also made it exquisitely
beautiful. That is a colossal gift of grace! He didn't consult any of us before creating us
and giving us a life by which to explore His beautiful world. That is a tender gift of grace.
Nor did He wait for us to ask, but through conscience, dreams, right desires and high
ideals He began leading us towards good things. That is an intimate gift of grace!

You Can Bet Your Life on Grace

Grace is indestructible! Since God is asking us to bet our lives on His grace always being there
for us, He has shown us how powerful it is.

1. Grace is an unchanging part of the very nature of God.

God is the God of All Grace. Giving grace may seem unnatural for us (hence we have a
hard time trusting ourselves to it), but it comes naturally to God. It is the way He is. He is
not about to change. That's grace.

2. Grace is backed up by the written promises of God.

God knows that to us He's invisible. It isn't that He is truly invisible; it's just that we are
blind. To help us He has given us the visible evidence of His Word. The Father has
sworn by His own Word, Jesus has testified to the truth of the Word, and martyrs
throughout the ages have given their lives in witness to the Word. That's grace.

3. Grace is demonstrated by the Blood of His Son.

Before we even knew we needed mercy, God sent Jesus to the cross. The Blood Jesus
shed is a vibrant demonstration of the Father's love and a visible proof (to our eyes of
faith) that our sins have been fully covered. That's grace!
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4. Grace is guaranteed by the gift of the Spirit.

The Holy Spirit has freely chosen in love to live within us. Not only that but He has
volunteered to be united to us as a guarantee of the good things to come, as sure and
certain evidence that we are being saved. All of the help He gives us is His gift of grace
to us, whether it is comfort, joy, encouragement, understanding of the scriptures, love of
the truth, hope, strength to persevere, correction, guidance or empowerment for
ministry. That's a whole lot of grace!

What is grace? Grace is not merely an attribute of God as great as that would be. Grace is a
"code name" for the Father who loves us; Jesus whose Blood saves us; and the Spirit who
helps us. Whenever you experience a moment saturated with grace, you have just had a close,
personal encounter with your God!

Prayer

Father, thank You for opening my eyes and helping me to see how gracious and giving You
have always been. Thank You for the gift of life and love, forgiveness and mercy. Thank You for
the gift of family and friends. Thank You for the gifts of talents, abilities and right desires. Thank
You for all the ways You have been leading me by Your Holy Spirit. Above all thank You for the
incomparable gift of Your Son Jesus Christ to be my Savior, Best Friend and Lord! Grant me
one thing more: an ever-grateful heart!

More to Explore of God’s Live-Saving “Formula”

What is salvation? Salvation is what we need. Everyone needs to get to heaven for instance.
Often that is the first thing on a person’s mind when they go looking for God. But there is so
much more to salvation than getting to heaven. In any area of your life where you need help,
God wants to come to your rescue. He provides everything necessary for saving you by His
grace through your faith.

What is faith? Our “job” is to get really, really good at believing in the grace that is being
offered us by our loving Father. If someone wants to give you a present, you still have to trust
enough to receive it. Believing leads to trusting and trusting leads to receiving. That is the way
of faith which opens wide the door for the Lord’s salvation to stream into our life.

On to the Next Question!

How can | be sure I'm saved? It should come as no surprise that doubt and unbelief are
enemies of the life of faith. God has overcome your unbelief—now you know who Jesus is—but
you will soon have to fight off your doubts in order to keep your confidence in Him flying high.
Make sure that you know how to stay sure...

Free Download

pdf After Salvation, What? (x-page eBook) (104 KB)
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