The Mysteries of God in the NT

All scriptures are from the NKJV unless otherwise noted.
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MYSTERY (Deliberate plans of God hidden until a certain time)
NT:3466 musterion (moos-tay'-ree-on); from a derivative of muo (to shut the
mouth); a secret or "mystery" (through the idea of silence imposed by initiation
into religious rites): KJV-mystery.

The Mystery of God

1 Cor 4:1-2 Let a man so consider us, as servants of Christ and stewards of the
mysteries of God. 2Moreover it is required in stewards that one be found faithful.

Eph 1:7-14 In Him we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of sins,
according to the riches of His grace 8which He made to abound toward us in all wisdom
and prudence, 9having made known to us the mystery of His will, according to His good
pleasure which He purposed in Himself, 10that in the dispensation of the fullness of the
times He might gather together in one all things in Christ, both which are in heaven and
which are on earth--in Him. 11In Him also we have obtained an inheritance, being
predestined according to the purpose of Him who works all things according to the
counsel of His will, 12that we who first trusted in Christ should be to the praise of His
glory. 13In Him you also trusted, after you heard the word of truth, the gospel of your
salvation; in whom also, having believed, you were sealed with the Holy Spirit of
promise, 14who is the guarantee of our inheritance until the redemption of the
purchased possession, to the praise of His glory.

Col 2:1-3 For | want you to know what a great conflict | have for you and those in
Laodicea, and for as many as have not seen my face in the flesh, 2that their hearts may
be encouraged, being knit together in love, and attaining to all riches of the full
assurance of understanding, to the knowledge of the mystery of God, both of the Father
and of Christ, 3in whom are hidden all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge.

Rev 10:5-7 The angel whom | saw standing on the sea and on the land raised up his
hand to heaven 6and swore by Him who lives forever and ever, who created heaven and
the things that are in it, the earth and the things that are in it, and the sea and the things
that are in it, that there should be delay no longer, 7but in the days of the sounding of the
seventh angel, when he is about to sound, the mystery of God would be finished, as He
declared to His servants the prophets.

The Mystery of the Kingdom

Matt 13:10-17 And the disciples came and said to Him, "Why do You speak to them in
parables?" 11He answered and said to them, "Because it has been given to you to know
the mysteries of the kingdom of heaven, but to them it has not been given. 12For
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whoever has, to him more will be given, and he will have abundance; but whoever does
not have, even what he has will be taken away from him. 13Therefore | speak to them in
parables, because seeing they do not see, and hearing they do not hear, nor do they
understand. 14And in them the prophecy of Isaiah is fulfilled, which says: 'Hearing you
will hear and shall not understand, And seeing you will see and not perceive; 15For the
hearts of this people have grown dull. Their ears are hard of hearing, And their eyes they
have closed, Lest they should see with their eyes and hear with their ears, Lest they
should understand with their hearts and turn, So that | should heal them.' 16"But
blessed are your eyes for they see, and your ears for they hear; 17for assuredly, | say to
you that many prophets and righteous men desired to see what you see, and did not see
it, and to hear what you hear, and did not hear it.

Mark 4:10-12 But when He was alone, those around Him with the twelve asked Him
about the parable. 11And He said to them, "To you it has been given to know the
mystery of the kingdom of God; but to those who are outside, all things come in
parables, 12so0 that 'Seeing they may see and not perceive, And hearing they may hear
and not understand; Lest they should turn, And their sins be forgiven them." "

Luke 8:9-10 Then His disciples asked Him, saying, "What does this parable mean?"
10And He said, "To you it has been given to know the mysteries of the kingdom of God,
but to the rest it is given in parables, that 'Seeing they may not see, And hearing they
may not understand.'

The Mystery of the Gospel

Rom 16:25-27 Now to Him who is able to establish you according to my gospel and the
preaching of Jesus Christ, according to the revelation of the mystery kept secret since
the world began 26but now has been made manifest, and by the prophetic Scriptures
has been made known to all nations, according to the commandment of the everlasting
God, for obedience to the faith-- 27to God, alone wise, be glory through Jesus Christ
forever. Amen.

Eph 6:19-20 and for me, that utterance may be given to me, that | may open my mouth
boldly to make known the mystery of the gospel, 20for which | am an ambassador in
chains; that in it | may speak boldly, as | ought to speak.

Col 4:2-4 Continue earnestly in prayer, being vigilant in it with thanksgiving;
3meanwhile praying also for us, that God would open to us a door for the word, to speak
the mystery of Christ, for which | am also in chains, 4that | may make it manifest, as |
ought to speak.

1 Tim 3:8-10 Likewise deacons must be reverent, not double-tongued, not given to
much wine, not greedy for money, 9holding the mystery of the faith with a pure
conscience.

1 Tim 3:16-4:1 And without controversy great is the mystery of godliness: God was

manifested in the flesh, Justified in the Spirit, Seen by angels, Preached among the
Gentiles, Believed on in the world, Received up in glory.
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The Mystery of the Gentiles

Eph 3:1-7 For this reason |, Paul, the prisoner of Christ Jesus for you Gentiles-- 2if
indeed you have heard of the dispensation of the grace of God which was given to me
for you, 3how that by revelation He made known to me the mystery (as | have briefly
written already, 4by which, when you read, you may understand my knowledge in the
mystery of Christ), 5which in other ages was not made known to the sons of men, as it
has now been revealed by the Spirit to His holy apostles and prophets: 6that the
Gentiles should be fellow heirs, of the same body, and partakers of His promise in Christ
through the gospel, 7of which | became a minister according to the gift of the grace of
God given to me by the effective working of His power.

Eph 3:8-13 To me, who am less than the least of all the saints, this grace was given,
that | should preach among the Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ, 9and to make
all see what is the fellowship of the mystery, which from the beginning of the ages has
been hidden in God who created all things through Jesus Christ; 10to the intent that now
the manifold wisdom of God might be made known by the church to the principalities and
powers in the heavenly places, 11according to the eternal purpose which He
accomplished in Christ Jesus our Lord, 12in whom we have boldness and access with
confidence through faith in Him. 13Therefore | ask that you do not lose heart at my
tribulations for you, which is your glory.

The Mystery of the Indwelling of Christ in Believers

Col 1:24-29 | now rejoice in my sufferings for you, and fill up in my flesh what is lacking
in the afflictions of Christ, for the sake of His body, which is the church, 250f which |
became a minister according to the stewardship from God which was given to me for
you, to fulfill the word of God, 26the mystery which has been hidden from ages and from
generations, but now has been revealed to His saints. 27To them God willed to make
known what are the riches of the glory of this mystery among the Gentiles: which is
Christ in you, the hope of glory. 28Him we preach, warning every man and teaching
every man in all wisdom, that we may present every man perfect in Christ Jesus. 29To
this end | also labor, striving according to His working which works in me mightily.

The Mystery of the Bride

Eph 5:22-33 Wives, submit to your own husbands, as to the Lord. 23For the husband is
head of the wife, as also Christ is head of the church; and He is the Savior of the body.
24Therefore, just as the church is subject to Christ, so let the wives be to their own
husbands in everything. 25Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ also loved the
church and gave Himself for her, 26that He might sanctify and cleanse her with the
washing of water by the word, 27that He might present her to Himself a glorious church,
not having spot or wrinkle or any such thing, but that she should be holy and without
blemish. 28So husbands ought to love their own wives as their own bodies; he who
loves his wife loves himself. 29For no one ever hated his own flesh, but nourishes and
cherishes it, just as the Lord does the church. 30For we are members of His body, of His
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flesh and of His bones. 31"For this reason a man shall leave his father and mother and
be joined to his wife, and the two shall become one flesh." 32This is a great mystery,
but | speak concerning Christ and the church. 33Nevertheless let each one of you in
particular so love his own wife as himself, and let the wife see that she respects her
husband

The Mystery of the Cross and Resurrection

1 Cor 2:6-10 However, we speak wisdom among those who are mature, yet not the
wisdom of this age, nor of the rulers of this age, who are coming to nothing. 7But we
speak the wisdom of God in a mystery, the hidden wisdom which God ordained before
the ages for our glory, 8which none of the rulers of this age knew; for had they known,
they would not have crucified the Lord of glory. 9But as it is written: "Eye has not seen,
nor ear heard, Nor have entered into the heart of man The things which God has
prepared for those who love Him." 10But God has revealed them to us through His
Spirit. For the Spirit searches all things, yes, the deep things of God.

The Mystery of the Resurrection of Believers

1 Cor 15:50-57 Now this | say, brethren, that flesh and blood cannot inherit the
kingdom of God; nor does corruption inherit incorruption. 51Behold, | tell you a mystery:
We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed-- 52in a moment, in the twinkling of an
eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised
incorruptible, and we shall be changed. 53For this corruptible must put on incorruption,
and this mortal must put on immortality. 54So when this corruptible has put on
incorruption, and this mortal has put on immortality, then shall be brought to pass the
saying that is written: "Death is swallowed up in victory." 55"O Death, where is your
sting? O Hades, where is your victory?" 56The sting of death is sin, and the strength of
sin is the law. 57But thanks be to God, who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus
Christ.

The Mystery of Israel’s Fall from Grace

Rom 11:22-33 Therefore consider the goodness and severity of God: on those who fell,
severity; but toward you, goodness, if you continue in His goodness. Otherwise you also
will be cut off. 23And they also, if they do not continue in unbelief, will be grafted in, for
God is able to graft them in again. 24For if you were cut out of the olive tree which is wild
by nature, and were grafted contrary to nature into a cultivated olive tree, how much
more will these, who are natural branches, be grafted into their own olive tree? 25For |
do not desire, brethren, that you should be ignorant of this mystery, lest you should be
wise in your own opinion, that blindness in part has happened to Israel until the fullness
of the Gentiles has come in. 26And so all Israel will be saved, as it is written: "The
Deliverer will come out of Zion, And He will turn away ungodliness from Jacob; 27For
this is My covenant with them, When | take away their sins." 28Concerning the gospel
they are enemies for your sake, but concerning the election they are beloved for the
sake of the fathers. 29For the gifts and the calling of God are irrevocable. 30For as you
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were once disobedient to God, yet have now obtained mercy through their disobedience,
3leven so these also have now been disobedient, that through the mercy shown you
they also may obtain mercy. 32For God has committed them all to disobedience, that He
might have mercy on all. 330h, the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and
knowledge of God! How unsearchable are His judgments and His ways past finding out!

Various Mysteries

1 Cor 13:1-3 Though | speak with the tongues of men and of angels, but have not love,
I have become sounding brass or a clanging cymbal. 2And though | have the gift of
prophecy, and understand all mysteries and all knowledge, and though | have all faith,
so that | could remove mountains, but have not love, | am nothing.

1 Cor 14:1-4 Pursue love, and desire spiritual gifts, but especially that you may
prophesy. 2For he who speaks in a tongue does not speak to men but to God, for no
one understands him; however, in the spirit he speaks mysteries. 3But he who
prophesies speaks edification and exhortation and comfort to men. 4He who speaks in a
tongue edifies himself, but he who prophesies edifies the church.

Rev 1:19-20 Write the things which you have seen, and the things which are, and the
things which will take place after this. 20The mystery of the seven stars which you saw
in My right hand, and the seven golden lampstands: The seven stars are the angels of
the seven churches, and the seven lampstands which you saw are the seven churches.

The Mystery of Evil

2 Thess 2:1-12 Now, brethren, concerning the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ and our
gathering together to Him, we ask you, 2not to be soon shaken in mind or troubled,
either by spirit or by word or by letter, as if from us, as though the day of Christ had
come. 3Let no one deceive you by any means; for that Day will not come unless the
falling away comes first, and the man of sin is revealed, the son of perdition, 4who
opposes and exalts himself above all that is called God or that is worshiped, so that he
sits as God in the temple of God, showing himself that he is God. 5Do you not remember
that when | was still with you | told you these things? 6And now you know what is
restraining, that he may be revealed in his own time. 7For the mystery of lawlessness is
already at work; only He who now restrains will do so until He is taken out of the way.
8And then the lawless one will be revealed, whom the Lord will consume with the breath
of His mouth and destroy with the brightness of His coming. 9The coming of the lawless
one is according to the working of Satan, with all power, signs, and lying wonders, 10and
with all unrighteous deception among those who perish, because they did not receive
the love of the truth, that they might be saved. 11And for this reason God will send them
strong delusion, that they should believe the lie, 12that they all may be condemned who
did not believe the truth but had pleasure in unrighteousness.

Rev 17:1-7 Then one of the seven angels who had the seven bowls came and talked
with me, saying to me, "Come, | will show you the judgment of the great harlot who sits
on many waters, 2with whom the kings of the earth committed fornication, and the
inhabitants of the earth were made drunk with the wine of her fornication.” 3So he
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carried me away in the Spirit into the wilderness. And | saw a woman sitting on a scarlet
beast which was full of names of blasphemy, having seven heads and ten horns. 4The
woman was arrayed in purple and scarlet, and adorned with gold and precious stones
and pearls, having in her hand a golden cup full of abominations and the filthiness of her
fornication. 5And on her forehead a name was written: MYSTERY, BABYLON THE
GREAT, THE MOTHER OF HARLOTS AND OF THE ABOMINATIONS OF THE
EARTH. 6l saw the woman, drunk with the blood of the saints and with the blood of the
martyrs of Jesus. And when | saw her, | marveled with great amazement. 7But the angel
said to me, "Why did you marvel? | will tell you the mystery of the woman and of the
beast that carries her, which has the seven heads and the ten horns.
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